· Excellency Mian Raza Rabbani, Chairman Senate of Pakistan
· Honorable Members and Representatives of APA Member Parliaments 

· Excellencies, Dignitaries, Distinguished Guests!

· Ladies and Gentlemen!

Assalam-o-Alaikum!  

1. I am pleased to extend greetings and a very warm welcome to distinguished parliamentarians and visionary leaders from across Asia here in this beautiful city of Islamabad.

2. I take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for Honorable Mian Raza Rabbani, Chairman Senate for exemplary leadership and efforts to strengthen this esteemed forum.

3. Asian Parliamentary Assembly is indeed crucial in promoting unity and provides for a concrete framework for regional cooperation to strengthen human rights protection and democracy.
Distinguished Guests!

4. Asian region is rich in socio-economic, cultural, geographical, and developmental aspects. Forward looking trade policy, improved supply chains and production networks have transformed Asia during the recent decades.

5. However, major impediments exist including violent extremism, transnational terrorism and regional conflicts. Not just that, flashpoints like Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Jammu and Kashmir and Afghanistan are a continuous threat to regional peace and harmony. 
6. As Parliamentarian, we cannot afford to ignore threats that confront us. We must not brush these challenges under the carpet. Asia today stands as the most disturbed region in the world. From the middle-east crises to the rise of Daesh, and the animosities of south-east Asia, there are challenges before us. But let us not forget that the democracies don’t fight with each other.

7. It is believed that democracy cannot claim to be the true representative of its people if it fails to protect the rights and safety of its oppressed classes, especially women, children and the minorities. 

8. APA member states must therefore intervene for the peaceful resolution of all outstanding disputes in light of the UN Security Council resolutions and in accordance with the aspirations of the people.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

9. I firmly believe that foundation of an all-inclusive and truly representative Asian Parliament is the best way forward since it shall serve as the custodian of interests of Asian nations in dealing with increasing challenges.

10. Let us not forget that:
· While Asia remains the engine of the global economy, out of the 766 million people living below the poverty line, about 33% live in South Asia and 9% live in East Asia and the Pacific. 
· While the Asian Tiger continues to reign the world markets, it also houses 29 per cent of the world’s out-of-school primary-age children. 
· While Asia is the most populated continent hosting 60% of the world’s population, it is short of clean drinking water as 80% of its freshwater is used for irrigating crops.
· Across Asia, women are climbing the ranks in business and politics but at the same time Gender Based Violence is highest in Asian region; 37.7% in South East Asia to be precise.
· While Asian region has contributed the most in UN Peace keeping troops, this region has at the same time been marred by terrorism, coup d'états and autocratic takeovers.
· While the world’s greatest contributor to climate change is the West, the potentially most affected region shall be Asia.
11. These, ladies and gentlemen, are the realities which not only confront us but can become the basis to unite us. As Martin Luther King Jr. famously said and I quote, 
“If we are to have peace on earth… our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we must develop a world perspective.”
Distinguished Audience!

12. The Asian Parliament shall offer a centralized platform to exert uniform efforts for consolidation of democracy and the rule of law, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall also work as a catalyst for peace-building and international security.  

13. It is our collective responsibility to work towards comprehensive and integrated socio-economic progress of the entire region through dialogue, understanding and consensus.

14. It is therefore essential that APA strives to strengthen parliamentary ties among members which can eventually lead to inter-state trade and economic cooperation.

15. We must work together for confronting our shared challenges by combating violent terrorism and extremism, poverty alleviation, reducing impacts of climate change and ensuring human rights and global economic development.

Dignitaries, Ladies and Gentlemen!

16. As Speaker National Assembly, I have always been cognizant of the importance of Inter-parliamentary relations. Thus, I have constituted Parliamentary Friendship Groups with 88 Parliaments from around the world.

17. Forum such as this are important for sharing experiences and best parliamentary practices and providing technical and other required support with a view to facilitate process of democratization.
18. For taking the international development agenda forward, we have constituted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Parliamentary Task Force in Pakistan at the national and provincial level. We are the first Parliament in the world to have our fully functional SDGs Secretariat at the National Assembly.

19. We are also heedful of the hazards of climate change. In this regard, we have set a precedent at the Parliament by shifting to clean energy. Today, Parliament of Pakistan is first ever in the world to “Go Green” by shifting completely on Solar Energy. We are not just self-sufficient in fulfilling our own energy needs but also contributing to the National Grid with surplus generation.
Ladies and Gentlemen!
20. Pakistan is committed to peace and prosperity in the region and the entire world. Unfortunately, Pakistan has been worst hit by terrorism and over the last two decades lost over 65,000 innocent lives in its war against terror.
21. In the aftermath of heinous attack on Army Public School, the whole nation stood together with a renewed resolve to uproot this menace of terrorism from the country.
22. The Government of Pakistan, backed by the Parliament, launched consensus-based military operation “Zarb-e-Azb” which has been remarkably successful in our campaign against terrorism and extremism.  
Ladies and Gentlemen!

23. Pakistan is a strong advocate of regional integration and connectivity. In this regard, the recently launched China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is a real game changer which will lead to economic regionalization in the globalized world. CPEC will not only benefit China and Pakistan but will have positive impacts on Iran, Afghanistan, India, Central Asia, and the entire region. 
Ladies and Gentlemen!

24. The balance of power is shifting from the West to the East. This century is Asia’s century. Pakistan is strategically placed to serve as a bridge between South Asia and the Middle East. 
25. I firmly hope that the Asian Parliament would be a collective platform for harnessing such potential among member states. 

26. Lastly, I expect that the Member Parliaments will ensure their effective participation at regional and international fora with a view to promote transnational collaboration in the resolution of international disputes.
Ladies and Gentlemen!
27. Let us join hands and work together for achieving our desired goals for regional peace, development and prosperity.
With this, I thank you all!
*******
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